
 
 
January 8, 2020 
 
To: Mayor Kevin Faulconer 
 Lee Friedman, Infrastructure Policy Manager 

City of San Diego City Council Members 
 
CC:  Kris McFadden, Director Transportation and Storm Water Department 
 Duncan Hughes, Interim Deputy Director of Transportation and Storm Water 
 Brian Genovese, Bike Program Senior Engineer 
 Alyssa M. Muto, Deputy Director of Environment & Mobility Planning 
 Andrea Tevlin, Independent Budget Analyst 
  
 
RE: City of San Diego FY 2021 Proposed Budget - Recommendations on how to prioritize funding from the San Diego 
County Bicycle Coalition 
 
Dear Honorable Mayor Faulconer, City Council Members and City of San Diego: 
 
The San Diego County Bicycle Coalition (SDCBC) has a mission to advocate for and protect the rights of all people who 
choose to ride their bicycle. We are writing you with recommendations on how to prioritize funding in your FY 2021 
Budget for all people who ride bikes. We promote bicycling as a mainstream, safe, and enjoyable form of transportation 
and recreation. The City of San Diego bicycle projects invested in will increase the amount of bicycle infrastructure, 
increase network connectivity, reduce the missing gaps, improve safety for current and future users and increase 
mobility options.  
 
The number of bicycle collisions from 2014 to 2018 in San Diego County is 4,424, the third highest behind Orange and 
Los Angeles County; the number of bicyclists killed from 2014 to 2018 is 37, the sixth highest in California.1 Bicycle 
fatalities are up nearly 25 percent over the past five years in San Diego.2  
 
These collisions and deaths are preventable! Bicycle infrastructure that is intentionally designed and built for all types of 
users is the answer. It is unacceptable for the City of San Diego, with the largest number of bicyclists in the region, to 
ignore and continuously postpone construction of promised bicycle facilities for San Diegans. Providing mobility options 
for people to choose how they prefer to get around in their everyday lives, whether for leisure or commuting, is the duty 
of the elected leaders and city planning officials.  
 
Bicycle infrastructure is constantly being postponed or defunded with tax dollars as city officials argue that less than 1% 
of the population uses a bicycle. This data is flawed and inaccurately reflects the total cycling population. There is no 
government agency that accurately tracks this data. People riding bikes are constituents who pay taxes like everyone 
else, and their needs should not be ignored. In addition to the people who already ride bikes, we know there are many 
interested in riding a bike who are concerned about their safety riding on our streets. Their needs deserve to be 
addressed as well. We cannot continue to put the lives of people on bikes at risk for the convenience of people behind 

                                                
1
 County Data: Pedestrian & Bicycle Collisions 

https://catsip.berkeley.edu/resources/county-data-pedestrian-bike-collisions  
2
 San Diego Sees Increase in Pedestrian and Bicyclist Injuries - 

Ashlie Rodriguez - https://www.kusi.com/san-diego-sees-increase-in-pedestrian-and-bicyclist-injuries/ 

 



the wheel of a car. Toward that end, we ask the Mayor to include the following projects and programs in the 2021 
budget.  
Include the bicycle projects from the adopted FY 2020 budget in the FY 2021 budget. Prioritize this funding and build the 
bicycle improvement projects in the adopted 2020 budget:3  

 Bicycle Facilities Bike Counters Citywide (New): $50,000  

 Bike Racks Citywide (New): $50,000  

 Bike Striping Citywide (New): $100,000  

 Coastal Rail Trail (S00951): $2,000,000  

 Bicycle Facilities (AIA00001): $635,000   

 Chollas Creek to Bayshore Multi Use Path (B17113): $335,000  

 Downtown Complete Streets – Phase 3 (B19144): $300,000 
 
The City of San Diego’s mobility plan already puts a priority on bicycle transportation to meet the City’s Climate Action 
Plan goals. The budget also should prioritize funds to achieve these climate action goals to lower greenhouse gas 
emissions by building out the planned bicycle network. In prioritizing funding for bikeways, the City should give 
significant consideration to the developing regional bikeway network being developed by SANDAG to ensure existing 
and planned City facilities provide appropriate continuity and connectivity. For example, the Rose Creek Bike Path is in 
substandard condition. This facility should be brought up to standard in anticipation of the opening of the SANDAG 
projects that is being constructed with the Mid-Coast light rail project.  
 
Here are other recommendations for items to include in the City of San Diego FY 2021 budget:  

 Fund Phase III of the Downtown Mobility Plan, which is $16 million dollars.  

 Fund bikeway maintenance for the new and upcoming cycle track networks (J St., Beech St. and Sixth Ave) by 
purchasing street sweepers and staffing street sweepers to remove debris.  

 Incorporate bicycle parking in high visibility locations, incorporating the bicycle parking in current and future 
planning documents.  

 Fund trash pickup and weed abatement on all City bicycle facilities.  

 Fund interim improvements on Harbor Drive until the SANDAG Bayshore Bikeway project can be completed. This 
section of roadway has been in horrific condition for many years.  

 Work with SANDAG to build the cycle track on Pacific Highway, an important north, south, east, west corridor.  

 Fund a full time position for an Active Transportation grant writer to avoid missed grant opportunities. 

 Build out the network by increasing safe connections, filling in the gaps of the network while resurfacing streets 
by adding bikeways according to the “City of San Diego Bicycle Master Plan” 

 
We appreciate the opportunity to work with you in making San Diego a great place to ride your bike! Thank you.  
 
 
Best Regards, 
  
 
Andy Hanshaw 
Executive Director 
San Diego County Bicycle Coalition 
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 Fiscal Year 2020 Adopted Budget  

https://www.sandiego.gov/finance/annual 

 


